
’ 87-88 o fleers chosen 


by Jason Fruits 

Over the past few weeks, juniors 
and seniors have been petitioning 
and running for class officers and 
representatives. 

On Wednesday Sept. 16, the 
seniors held a convocation to meet 
and listen to the finalists for class 
office. After the speeches, seniors 
voted and elected Gavin Inglis, 
president; Mike Fluharty, vice- 
president; Jill Zuckerberg, 
secretary; and LaQuicia 
Washington, treasurer. 

“...they will look at 
our class and say, 
‘they actually did 
something.’” 

Two days later, juniors had their 
turn to listen and vote. Juniors 
elected Kyle Sherman, president; 
Nick Hill, vice-president; Walden 
Thompkins, treasurer; and Jenny 
Williams, secretary. 

All of the new officers have 
many things they hope to accomp¬ 
lish this year. Senior class secretary 
Jill Zuckerberg said. "I want to help 
the other officers and help make 
the Senior Bonfire and Grad 


In Brief 

The PSAT/NMSQT will be 
administered Oct. 17 at 
NC. Tickets can be purchas¬ 
ed Oct. 12 and 13 in the 
ticket booth for $7. 

College Night will be 
Wednesday, Oct. 14 from 
7-8:30 p.m. in the cafeteria. 
Students of all grades are 
encouraged to attend. 

The registration deadline for 
the S.A.T. and Achieve¬ 
ment Tests given on Dec. 5 
is Fri., Oct. 30. These tests 
will not by given at NC. 

Congratulations to the eight 
NC students named Na¬ 
tional Merit Semifinalists. 
They are Randall W. Ed¬ 
wards, Chiara Ghetti, Jesse 
Houser, Andrew Libby, 
Charles Meyer, Eric Pfeff- 
inger, Andrew Riester and 
Preston Kyle Stanford. 



100 + colleges coming to NC 


Dance the best they can be.” 
Walden Thompkins, junior class 
treasurer, echoed Jill's remark 
when he said, “I want to help 
make the class of '89 memorable 
so when people look back they will 
look at our class and say ‘they ac¬ 
tually did something.'” 

Each officer has certain assign¬ 
ments and responsibilities for the 
councils. Junior class secretary 
Jenny Williams described her job 
this way, “I will be responsible for 
the paperwork for all class ac¬ 
tivities. The key to my job is 
organization.” 

In addition to the junior and 
senior class officers, class council 
representatives were elected on 
Wednesday September 30. Twen¬ 
ty at-large members were elected 
to each respective council. 
Freshmen and sophomores 
elected 25 members to each of 
their councils. The representatives 
are anxious to work their respec¬ 
tive classes. 

With such activities as Senior 
Bonfire, Grad Dance, Junior Spec, 
Junior prom, selection of class 
rings, and class parties, all class 
councils will be very busy this year. 
All of the officers and newly 
elected representatives plan to do 
whatever is necessary to make 
'87-88 a fun-filled, memorable 
school year. 


by Gail Paik 

North Central High School does 
not only have many athletic teams, 
but many academic ones such as 
the Hoosier Spell Bowl Team. 

This will be the third year of the 
Hoosier Spell Bowl competition. 
The first year, NC became state 
champion, but in the second year 
failed to reach the state competi¬ 
tion. 

This year this is one of the many 
acdemic competitions that is being 
emphasized at NC. David Fruits, 
supervisor of the team, explains 
NC wants to push for excellence in 
the field of academics. 

The teams consists of 10 people 
from all four grade levels. Each 
member of the team is given eight 


by Marla Burt 

Perhaps one of the most impor¬ 
tant decisions of the high school 
career is where to attend college. It 
is never to early to examine the 
possibilities. 

In choosing a college, interests, 
financial situations, and the loca¬ 
tion and size of the school need to 
be taken into consideration. An ef¬ 
ficient way to learn about and be¬ 
gin to focus in on college is by at- 


words to spell with each word 
worth one point. The team with 
the most accumulated points is the 
winner. 

This competition is a team sport, 
not an individual sport. Fruits says 
there is a team spirit much like one 
that would be found at an athletic 
event. He explains that the team 
members cheer for and get excited 
for each other. 

Each member will be asked to 
learn a list of 2500 words to spell. 
This will be the same list for the 
next five years. 

The competition is divided into 
two parts, regional and state. The 
team that qualifies at regional will 
continue to state. Regionals will be 
held on November 4 at NC. 


tending College Night. 

College Night is an annual event 
sponsored by the Indiana Associa¬ 
tion of College Administrative 
Counselors. Representatives from 
colleges all over the United States 
will be present. 

The event will take place in the 
North Central cafeteria. It will be a 
“shopper’s fair” with tables set up 
for each college. In addition, 14 of 
the schools represented will give 
two private sessions of 20 minutes 
each. 

This year’s College Night will be 
October 14 from 7-8:30 p.m. Stu¬ 
dents of all grade levels are 
welcome to attend. The following 
colleges and universities will be a 
part of this year’s fair: 

Allegheny, Amherst, Anderson, 
Art Academy of Cincinnati, 
Augustana, Aurora, Baldwin- 
Wallace, Ball State, Bellarmine, 
Bradley, Bryant, Butler, Campbells- 
ville, Carleton, Carroll, Centre, 
College of Mount St. Joseph, Col¬ 
lege of Wooster, Columbia, Cor¬ 
nell, Dartmouth, Defiance, 
Denison, DePauw, Dillard, and 
Duke. 

Also Earlham, Fort Wayne Bible 
College, Franklin, GMI Engineering 
Institute, Georgia Inst, of Tech., 
Hanover, Harvard/Radcliffe, Hav- 
erford, Herron School of Art, 
Hillsdale, Hollins, Huntington, Il¬ 
linois, Illinois Wesleyan, Indiana 


Business College, Indiana State, In¬ 
diana. IUPUI, Ivy Tech, Interna¬ 
tional Business College, ITT 
Technical Institute, Kalamazoo, 
Kentucky Wesleyan, Kenyon, and 
Knox College. 

Also Lake Forest, Lindenwood, 
Manchester, Marian, Marietta, 
Marion, Marquette, Mass. Inst, of 
Tech., Miami, Middlebury, Milikin, 
Mount Holyoke, Muskingum, Nor¬ 
thern Kentucky, North wood In¬ 
stitute of Michigan, Norwich, Ohio 
Wesleyan, Pine Manor, Princeton, 
Purdue, Quincy, Rollins, Rose- 
Hulman Institute of Tech., St. 
Joseph’s College, and St. Mary’s 
College. 

Also St. Mary-of-the-Woods Col¬ 
lege, St. Olaf, Smith, Stephens, 
Swarthmore, Sweet Briar, Taylor, 
Texas Christian, Transylvania, Tri- 
State, US Air Force Academy, US 
Military Academy, US Naval Acad¬ 
emy, University of Charleston, 
University of Chicago, University of 
Cincinnati, University of Dayton, 
University of Evansville, University 
of Indianapolis, University of Mass., 
University of Notre Dame, Universi¬ 
ty of Rochester, University of 
Southern Indiana, Valparaiso, and 
Vanderbilt. 

Also Vandercock College of 
Music, Vincennes, Wabash, 
Washington, Wellesley, William 
Woods College, Williams, Witten- 
burg, Xavier, Yale, and AROTC. 


Spellbowl team hopes 
to capture state title 















Editorial 


Cheating: a fine science? 


Satire by Andrew Libby 

As we think of the accom¬ 
plishments of outstanding North 
Central students, there are many 
different areas of excellence. 

Along with Prelude Award win¬ 
ners, Academic Decathalon team 
members, student council officers 
and varsity letter winners, let us not 
forget those who have perfected 
one of the least recognized yet 
most important areas for academic 
success in school. Known to many 
as creative test-taking, this skill in¬ 
volves hand-eye coordination, 
superior eyesight and ingenuity. 
While some have denegrated this 
art form by calling it cheating, we 
prefer to think of it as a highly com¬ 
petitive academic skill. 

However, not everyone is an ex¬ 
pert in creative test-taking, 
therefore, it has been divided into 
two separate categories. There are 
those who are generic and un- 
orgininal and then those who think 
on a higher lever using ingenuity. 

The generic cheater is much 
more commonplace and his meth¬ 
ods, although unoriginal, have 
withstood the test of time and have 
been proved effective. 

Firstly, there is the “rubberneck 
method.” That is the student who 
is always stretching his neck in 
every posible direction and angle 
to get a small peek at his neighbor’s 
paper. Secondly, there is the 
“butterfinger method” which en¬ 
tails dropping everything possible 
from a pencil to a retainer in order 
to get out of his desk and get a 
glimpse of the paper (and as an 
added bonus, a pair of shapely 
legs) of the person sitting in the 
next desk. Both of these methods 
are very typical at NC and can be 
seen in almost every classroom 
each day (even during open book 
exams.) 

Another tried and true method is 
that of the “tatoo artist” who writes 
all the answers on his palms, arms, 
legs, feet, shoes, socks, elbows, 
thumbs or any other visible part of 
the body. This is especially effec¬ 
tive while wearing a miniskirt which 
can be carefully lifted up to the top 
of the thigh, (the guys love this 
one.) Both of these are also very 
popular in school and have been 
used by nearly everyone that has 
ever taken a test. 

Despite the effectiveness of 
these other methods, those who 
prefer more of a challenge have 
turned to more highly advanced 
and original ways to take tests. Im¬ 


plementing the Morse Code is one 
possibility. All that is needed is a 
pencil, a desk and a multiple guess 
test (although it gets slightly 
monotonous and suspicious as you 
near triple digits.) For those 
cheaters suffering from hypochon¬ 
dria, there is always the Chevy 
Chase method where the student 
can use the reliable old removable 
cast or eyepatch trick to sneak the 
answers past the teacher’s watchful 
eye. 

Unbeknown to teachers, cheat¬ 
ing is not always an individual ef¬ 
fort. Each year during spirit week, 
there is a student council spon¬ 
sored day for cheating, otherwise 
known as hats and shades day. At 
This time, every student writes the 
answers in invisible ink on a 
separate sheet of paper which can 
only be seen with dark sunglasses 
on. This is possibly the most clever 
method of cheating ever devised. 

For the technically inclined, the 
best method is to remove the con¬ 
tents of a watch and slide a rolled 
piece of paper in its place which 
can be scrolled up by winding the 
watch. For those not so technical, 
they can always slip a small mirror 
into their sleeves to survey the 
answers from all over the room. If 
even this is too much trouble, a 
student can simply rescue the car¬ 
bons from the copy machine out of 
the trash can, although he must be 
prepared with a legitimate excuse 
such as, “I’m looking for my 
freshman bus pass.” 

For the athletic types who have 
very flexible muscles, they can 
always write the answers on their 
tongues and read them during the 
test (just make sure you don’t 
swallow until after the test.) 

A final method for the testtakers 
who like to take a “walk on the wild 
side” is to have a friend pull the fire 
alarm and sneak a peek at every¬ 
one’s paper as you file out the door 
where you are sure to discuss the 
test with the straight “A” student. 

While reading the different forms 
of cheating, many of you are pro¬ 
bably smiling as you recognize 
yourself, your friends or your 
classmates fitting into these 
categories. However, cheating 
should probably not be smiled at or 
win any special awards. The fact 
that cheating has become so 
commonplace is a commentary of 
our values, our times and ultimate¬ 
ly the society in which we live. 


d CAN'flMETHE ^ESSPfe 



U2: a Genesis repeat? 


by David Leonard 

Think back to the concert an¬ 
nouncement last November, sup¬ 
posedly the biggest concert an¬ 
nouncement ever to hit In¬ 
dianapolis. And did it ever hit In¬ 
dianapolis: Genesis was coming to 
town on January 24 and people 
were dancing in the streets. 

Of course, all the hype that ac¬ 
companies any big concert ensued. 
Drawing for backstage passes, con¬ 
tests to win “concert kits” and a 
myriad of other Genesis centered 
propaganda ruled the airwaves. 

Reports were coming in from 
other cities on the Genesis tour: 
sold out concerts everywhere were 
reportedly incredible shows. Phil 
Collins and his band were making 
it bigger than ever and everyone 
knew it. 


review of the concert: INCREDI¬ 
BLE. Incredibly average that is. 
The crowd left disappointed and 
feeling quite foolish for all their 
high expectations. 

This spring, another monumen¬ 
tal concert announcement rocked 
Indy: U2 is coming to town on 
November 1. All the hype that 
came with Genesis is also here with 
U2: the radio hype, the overnight 
lines and the hysteric fans. There 
we go again, transforming musi¬ 
cians into demigods. 

Don’t interpret this article wrong. 
U2 will most probably give an in¬ 
credibly GREAT show. We should 
just be more careful this time and 
not view them as anything more 
than a great rock and roll band. 
Isn’t that how Bono would want it? 


Constitutional 
hype campaign 

by Andrew Cupp 

Now that all of the hype and ex¬ 
citement concerning the 200th an¬ 
niversary of the Constitution is 
over, it is time to review what was 
gained from the big celebration. 

First, a review of what was learn¬ 
ed from the Constitutional moment 
on the daily announcements is in 
order. Since the announcements 
are so well listened to, it should be 
no problem at all finding a student 
who remembers such interesting 
facts. Even this writer, in his infinite 
wisdom, cannot recall who was the 
only person to sign the Constitu¬ 
tion with both hands. Although the 
facts that were mentioned in the 
Constitutional moment were very 
interesting, would it not be more 
important to know what the 
Constitution actually contains 
rather than who signed it? 

Another extremely beneficial 
event concerning the Constitution 
has to do with the broadcasting of a 
live television special over the loud 
speaker one ninth period. The only 
information the average student 
probably remembers from this is 
that Oprah Winfrey spoke about 
something, and a little girl who 
may double as Alvin the chip¬ 
munks sang some sort of patriotic 
song. 

This article was not meant to 
belittle the Constitution whatso¬ 
ever. In fact, the Constitution is the 
backbone of one of the most suc¬ 
cessful governments in the world. 
Although, it is a shame that the 
Constitution is not always applyed 
correctly. This article is mearly 
stating what a stupid way some 
events are celebrated in America. 


When tickets went on sale 
December 6, thousands of devout 
Genesis fans waited out in long 
lines in the freezing cold for hours 
upon end to get the best seats. It 
seemed that nothing this big had 
come to Indy in years. The Gene¬ 
sis ticket-holding population of In¬ 
dianapolis was psyched for the 
concert. 

The week of the show was final¬ 
ly upon us. Everyone everywhere 
was talking about the concert. The 
night before the show, a Friday, 
friends gathered and had Genesis 
warm-up parties. Saturday came 
and the only thing on anyone’s 
mind was that night’s concert. In¬ 
dianapolis was psyched. 

Night came and so did Genesis. 
The crowd was electric with an¬ 
ticipation. Phil and Co. came on 
stage and did their stuff. The 


Best Years of Your Life 

Senior reactions to the movie 



“I thought it was realistic the way 
he described how school life was.” 

Roderick Walls, senior 



“It made me think of my life and 
how it has gotten better. It also 
made me think of my future; that’s 
scary. It was great!” 

Barbara Pollock, senior 
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We have seen the future of horror, and its name is Clive Barker, the 
writer and director of the movie “Hellraiser.” 

Unfortunately, the future is looking pretty bleak. If this is any indica¬ 
tion of the quality of future horror movies, then I would suggest going 
out and renting some Bela Lugosi films. 

Hi, I’m Travis. 

Hi, Pm Seymour and welcome to our column. 

Today we are discussing “Hellraiser,” the worst movie to come out 
since Sylvester Stallone’s “Over the Top.” 

If you like gore, guts and goo, then this movie is for you. Pm a poet. 
Yeah, right Seymour. It’s true this movie features myriads of nasty 
special effects, like a man being shredded by razor-sharp hooks... 
Several times as a matter of fact... 

And then the pieces being nailed to a wooden post. Ouch!! 

And if you think that sounds painful, you should try sitting through 
90 minutes of this miserable acting, inane script and confusing plot. 
The story is about a man who buys a magical box which opens doors 
to other dimensions, dimensions brought to him care of the Cen- 
tobytes: four strange, masochistic creatures who feel that having 
needles penetrating the bodily organs is a real natural high. 

So the Centobytes go a little overboard and kill our protagonist who 
then melts away into the floor boards of his home. 

Fortunately, though, help arrives in the form of a brother and his 
wife, who move into the house. When brother bleeds on the floor, 
our dear departed one comes back to life. 

Unfortunately he needs more blood to become fully formed again 
and not just a quivering mass of jelly. 

That extra blood is provided by the brother’s wife who once had an 
affair with our pile of gyrating protoplasm. How convenient. She 
lures men, all of them bald for some strange reason, to the house 
and murders them in her quest for blood. 

Then there’s some stuff about the Centobytes getting revenge, but 
that’s not worth getting into. 

This whole movie wasn’t worth getting into. Next time I pick the 
movie. 

If there's any justice in this world, this movie will not be showing 
when this article hits the public. 

If there’s any justice in this world, Clive Barker should be the one 
dismembered by meat hooks for insulting the American public’s in¬ 
telligence. 

Don’t see it. Don’t rent it. Don’t even talk about it. 

“Hellraiser”: more than a movie, a statement in stupidity. 

Stay clean. 

Or don’t. 




Hair: 




Kim Childs, sophomore 


The long and the short of it 

by I. Gotahair Cut 
Have you ever wondered what a 
strand of your hair would say to 
you? 

Hi. Pm a strand of your hair. 

Yeah, the one that hangs right 
over your left eye. What am I do¬ 
ing talking to you in the middle of 
your algebra class? Well, get this, 
buster. I am SICK and TIRED of 
being ignored! 


Brian Noel, senior 

COLORS! Green! Ohh, I’ve 
always wanted to be green. No 
green, you say. How about pink? 
Stripes? Streaks? Highlights? Rain¬ 
bows? No rainbows? 

Buster, you had better open 
your mind a little or you’ll be even 
farther behind the times than you 
already are. What about... curls? 
Ringlets? Waves? Frizzy hair? 
Twists? Crimps? I can get us a 
perm, including shampoo, cut and 
blowdry, for about forty dollars. No 
curls? 

One more try. Flat top? A bob? 
Long? Shaved? Sheared? Spikes? 
Long and braided? Shaved and 
sheared? No?! No?! 

I get the message. You don’t 
want to change at all. You don’t 
want class or style. You don’t want 
to be outrageously unique. Please 
remember you only have me for a 
little while, so you had better make 
the most of me before Pm gone. 
Like Samuel Hoffenstein said: 

Babies haven’t any hair; 

Old men’s heads are just as bare; 

Between the cradle and the grave 

Lies a haircut and a shave. 


Matt Kline, freshman 

Yes, you wash me, you dry me, 
and you sometimes even run a 
comb by me. But I want to be 
pampered! I want style! I want 
class! I want to be OUTRAGE¬ 
OUSLY unique! Do you realize 
we’ve had the same haircut since 
seventh grade? 

So what are you supposed to do 
about it, you ask? I’ve got tons of 
ideas! (Take a look at the great pic¬ 
tures on this page for some more). 
How about hair weeving? Yeah, 
Juanita’s Hair Weeving and Styling 
Salon can do it for a reasonable 
price. What?! Hair weeving is not 
your style? Buster, at this point in 
your life you don’t have much 
style! 

Alright, let’s try colors! Yes! 


Student 


Focus 



Laura Huff, junior 

Photos by Jesse Houser 


The Northern Lights is proud to 
present a new feature that focuses 
on you, the student. Each issue dif¬ 
ferent students will get a chance to 
voice their ideas, thoughts and opi¬ 
nions about themselves, their 
peers, their school and what’s go¬ 
ing on in the world around them. 
Laura Huff, junior 
What’s the most interesting thing 
you’ve done? 

I’ve gone spelunking (caving) in 
Southern Indiana with some 
friends and stayed in the cave for 
one day. 

Who do you think invented the 
shoelace? 

The same idiot that invented the 
wheel. 


What are you most proud of? 

The fact that I’m not afraid to voice 
my opinion and I’m a relaxed per¬ 
son. 

What do you like most about 
yourself? 

I consider myself a communicat- 
ing, fun, loving, caring person but I 
am quick to criticize if offended. 

Azin Dominique Lotfi, soph . 

What’s the most interesting thing 
you’ve done? 



I demonstrated in rallies to free the 
Blacks in South Africa and in 
Nelson Mandela and Soweto day. 
I also participated in Shantytown 
(I.U.)-a town built like those 
which the Blacks live in in South 
Africa. It (the Shantytown) was a 
statement to the administrators of 
Indiana University to divest. 


Azin Dominique Lotfi, soph. 

What do you like most about 
yourself? 

The fact that when I think some¬ 
thing is unfair and inhumane, I 
take steps (however small) to 
change them, instead of being a 
passive sympathizer. 


What do you plan to do after high 
school graduation? 

I plan to do a year of work possibly 
with the Peace Corps in Eastern 
Africa (Ethiopia) or go to South 
Africa and see firsthand the horrors 
of the country. Then I plan to ma¬ 
jor in law/political theory/business 
and later on become a politician. 

Who do you admire the most? 
Why? 

Golda Meir because she took the 
first step in the direction of women 
in politics. Also Ghandi and Nelson 
Mandela. The reason I admire 
these two men is because both set 
aside personal matters, en¬ 
dangered their lives and the lives of 
their families to better their society 
as a whole. 
























Insights 


BOOK BANNING 

Should Certain Books Be Banned From School? 




by Paul Matthew Yonover 

“Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free ex¬ 
ercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the 
press...” 

This guarantee appears as part 
of the First Amendement of the 
Constitution. It has been con¬ 
sidered by many as one of the 
most essential freedoms of 
Americans and the cornerstone of 
true freedom. Despite these 
freedoms, many feel that it is 
necessary to limit these basic rights. 
In many instances, these feelings 
have manifested themselves into 
the banning of books used in the 
schools to educate the public. 

Ever since the creation of the 
printed text, men have been 
attempting to curb the knowledge 
of other men. According to one 
essay by Frank Trippett, ^Written 
words running loose have always 
presented a challenge to people 
bent on ruling others...Censorship 
can place people in bondage more 
effeciently than chains.” 

Should books be “black listed” 
and banned from schools and be 
Kept from students? 


Many controversial works have 
been banned from school shelves 
over the years. The books haved 
been banned for several reasons. 
However, the main reason lies in 
the fact that the books contain 
ideas that some feel are 
dangerous. 

Book banning outrages many 
because they feel that by selecting 
what students can or cannot read, 
individuals or groups are dictating 
what others can read, thus 
violating the First Amendment. 

The First Amendment assures 
that one is free to express his ideas 
and is likewise free to intake the 
ideas of others. By limiting the 
selection of books that one may 
read, one is denied his rights. 

What about the rights of those 
objecting to the materials being 
presented? “They (censors) have 
the right to protest in public 
meetings... and obviously what 
they have to say will certainly be 
considered...But the fact is that 
they have no right to say no! They 
have no right to force school 
authorities into backing down,” 
says Michael Gradison, executive 
director of the Indiana Civil Liber¬ 
ties Union.. 


Ij & A 


by Paul Matthew Yonover 

In a discussion about book 
banning at North Central, Dr. 
Jan Guffin, head of the English 
department of NCHS, outlined 
some .of the reasons behind 
banning and the effects of 
such actions. 

According to Dr. Guffin, 
book banning always “stems 
from a conflict of wills,” and 
these conflicts, he adds, are 
usually based on politics, 
religion, personal vs. social 
values, and individual vs. 
group rights, just to name a 
few. 

Where does this conflict 
lead? 

Dr. Guffin said that educa¬ 
tion, the church and private 
enterprise are the areas into 
which the controversy ex¬ 
tends. He went on to point out 
some essential questions 
usually raised by such actions. 
“Whose right is it to determine 
what will be taught? What 
responsibility accompanies 
that right? Who determines 
what holdings a public library 
should have? Who is account¬ 
able for the effect any book 
has on a reader?” 

When asked what his per¬ 
sonal views were concerning 
book banners vs. the rights of 
students, Dr. Guffin replied 
that he felt sympathy and 
understanding for both sides, 
for he saw how each side had a 
valid point to be heard. He 
stated that he could appre¬ 
ciate the parents’ fear for the 
children, and on the other 
hand, he said he knew that the 
students had rights as well. 

ote: Tf&lmights Page is not art 
editorial page, and in all fairness 
and in acordance to proper jour¬ 
nalistic practices 7 both sides of an 
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“pro” or “con” article are riot 
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the writers). Comments about t §|= 
page are welcome. 


by Kathy Pedrotti 

“Book banning is a very touchy 
subject, one that can make civil 
people very un-civil.”, says one 
North Central librarian. In recent 
years, the question of book ban¬ 
ning has become a controversial 
and important issue. The reason 
being that since the mid-70’s the 
number of cases brought to court 
regarding book banning has risen 
56%. 

Book banning is the practice of 
removing certain books out of 
libraries, bookstores and class¬ 
rooms because of their content. 
This issue is certainly a familiar one 
to North Central students, because 
in 1986 a group of North Central 
parents created an organization 
called FAVNoC (Parents Against 
Vulgarity at North Central). The 
group formed to take legal action 
against the book “Grendel,” by 
John Gardner. 

The group was against the book 
being included in the Junior 
English class curriculum and charg¬ 
ed the book with containing vulgar 
language. PAVNoC did not win 
their case and “Grendel” is still in¬ 
cluded in the lesson plan (although 
no classes used the book last year.) 


One may ask why a book would 
be considered to be banned? The 
answer is simple. Some find the 
material to be offensive, vulgar, 
filthy, anti-American, etc. They 
believe that these ideas can in¬ 
fluence the thinking of teens in a 
negative way and ultimately lead 
teens into dangerous or risky situa¬ 
tions. Also, some feel that the con¬ 
tent may not be suitable for young 
adults because the material that is 
often times displayed is about real 
life problems handled in a real-life 
way. This disturbs some parents 
and students. 

Most of the cases originate from 
parents and administration, who 
read the books and find them using 
abusive language, and/or finding 
descriptions of certain sexual acts. 

Vulgarity and corruptness are 
among the worries of the pro-book 
banners. Through the book’s sug¬ 
gestive language, anti-American 
thoughts and real life situations 
they feel the teenagers of America 
are not getting a thorough educa¬ 
tion. As PAVNoC leader Gordon 
Rose said, “there just isn’t any con¬ 
text in which you put vulgar 
material and make it acceptable.” 










Soccer Teams Give Strong Effort 


by Brett Henrij 

As in past years, the boys’ and 
girls’ soccer teams are setting their 
goals high and are using their talent 
in order to achieve these goals. 
Both teams are aiming toward 
Halloween weekend and the Final 
Four. 

The boys’ team, which is looking 
for its second state championship 
to add to the 1982 title, has lost 
only once in 12 outings. This 
defeat came in a hard fought and 
controversial game in the hands of 
Collinsville (Ill.) High School. The 
Panthers have recorded impressive 
victories over Lafayette Jeff and 
Chatard, winning 10-0 and 8-1 
respectively. 

Although the team has compiled 
a very good record, the season has 
been marked by inconsistent play. 
“I think this team has played better 
than any team at North Central 
and worse than any team at North 
Central,” remarked Jerry Little, 
who is in his fourth season as the 
Panther head coach. 


This year’s team is a very ex¬ 
perienced, as well as talented one, 
with 10 seniors to boast. Twelve 
players from last year’s state 
runner-up squad, including all 
(state) tournament performers Matt 
Eggers and Jonathon Kamara 
have returned this season. 

Coach Little is optimistic of the 
talent and of the rest of the season. 
“I think we have the potential to 
win the state championship,” he 
commented. He invites all students 
and fans out to‘support the poten¬ 
tial state champions and to watch 
an enjoyable game of soccer. 

The girls’ team, with a record of 
3-2-2, has already surpassed its 
number of victories from all of last 
year. The young team did the best 
a North Central girls’ team has ever 
done against Carmel, playing to a 
1-1 draw with the defending state 
champions and also defeated Pike, 
a state semifinalist last year. 

If Coach Bill Broderick's Pan¬ 
thers are lacking anything at all it is 
experience. There are only two 


seniors on the team in which five from a year ago. Also making large 



The girls’ soccer team, including Erin Newton, Maura Sher¬ 
man, and Betsy Zimmerman, met Lawrence with determina¬ 
tion. 


impact on the team’s success are 
returning lettermen Zoe Abdul and 
Mari McDonald, juniors, and 

sophomore Holly Cunningham. 
Freshman Shaina Ettinger, the 
squad’s leading scorer, has come 
on to make a strong addition to the 
team. 

“I’m very pleased with this year 
and am looking forward to the rest 
of the season,” he said of his op¬ 
timistic attitude. The team has two 
tough tests down the road when 

they will face Carmel and 

Noblesville, who earlier in the 

season defeated the Panthers for 
the second time. 


freshmen start. “Our major pro¬ 
blem is that we are real young,” 
stated Broderick. “We are improv¬ 
ing real well every game though.” 

Leading the way for the Pan¬ 
thers in their fourth season of play 
is goalkeeper Jenny Hoagland, the 
only returning senior letter winner 


Volleyball Team Fairing Well 


by Steve Campbell 

The North Central volleyball 
team is one with an opyimistic 
outlook on the upcoming season. 
The team is hoping to improve on 
last year’s record and can very well 
do so with much talent and ex¬ 
perience coming back to the 
squad. 

The team is very experienced 
with eight returning letter winners 
from last year who will most 
definitely take charge of the team 
and strive for success. The team is 
led by three senior varsity letter 
winners. These seniors are Sherry 
Dabbs, Lisa Johnson, and Amy 
Schnaiter, all of whom are season¬ 
ed veterans in high school volley¬ 
ball. Five more lettermen join 
them, all of whom are juniors. 
They are Jennifer Barnes, Karen 
Bush, Laura Diehl, Jennifer 
James, and Joni Terrell. These five 
will add experience and will pro¬ 
vide leadership into next season. 
The rest of the team consists of 
juniors Susan Tuller and Colleen 
Stephens. 

The Panthers, who are coached 
by Ms. Renee South and Ms. Kurt 


Benjamin, have had a tough 
schedule of teams so far, most 
recently against the Lawrence 
North Wildcats. However the team 
have faired very well and with the 


talented squad put together by 
Coaches South and Benjamin, 
continued success in the future is 
almost certain. 



These members of the volleyball team hope to achieve an out¬ 
standing record. 


Standing behind the Mike 


“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose 
under the Heaven... ” 
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Editorial 


Cheating: a fine science? 


(TWrnmm^^i 


Satire by Andrew Libby 

As we think of the accom¬ 
plishments of outstanding North 
Central students, there are many 
different areas of excellence. 

Along with Prelude Award win¬ 
ners, Academic Decathalon team 
members, student council officers 
and varsity letter winners, let us not 
forget those who have perfected 
one of the least recognized yet 
most important areas for academic 
success in school. Known to many 
as creative test-taking, this skill in¬ 
volves hand-eye coordination, 
superior eyesight and ingenuity. 
While some have denegrated this 
art form by calling it cheating, we 
prefer to think of it as a highly com¬ 
petitive academic skill. 

However, not everyone is an ex¬ 
pert in creative test-taking, 
therefore, it has been divided into 
two separate categories. There are 
those who are generic and un- 
orgininal and then those who think 
on a higher lever using ingenuity. 

The generic cheater is much 
more commonplace and his meth¬ 
ods, although unoriginal, have 
withstood the test of time and have 
been proved effective. 

Firstly, there is the “rubberneck 
method.” That is the student who 
is always stretching his neck in 
every posible direction and angle 
to get a small peek at his neighbor’s 
paper. Secondly, there is the 
“butterfinger method” which en¬ 
tails dropping everything possible 
from a pencil to a retainer in order 
to get out of his desk and get a 
glimpse of the paper (and as an 
added bonus, a pair of shapely 
legs) of the person sitting in the 
next desk. Both of these methods 
are very typical at NC and can be 
seen in almost every classroom 
each day (even during open book 
exams.) 

Another tried and true method is 
that of the “tatoo artist” who writes 
all the answers on his palms, arms, 
legs, feet, shoes, socks, elbows, 
thumbs or any other visible part of 
the body. This is especially effec¬ 
tive while wearing a miniskirt which 
can be carefully lifted up to the top 
of the thigh, (the guys love this 
one.) Both of these are also very 
popular in school and have been 
used by nearly everyone that has 
ever taken a test. 

Despite the effectiveness of 
these other methods, those who 
prefer more of a challenge have 
turned to more highly advanced 
and original ways to take tests. Im¬ 


plementing the Morse Code is one 
possibility. All that is needed is a 
pencil, a desk and a multiple guess 
test (although it gets slightly 
monotonous and suspicious as you 
near triple digits.) For those 
cheaters suffering from hypochon¬ 
dria, there is always the Chevy 
Chase method where the student 
can use the reliable old removable 
cast or eyepatch trick to sneak the 
answers past the teacher’s watchful 
eye. 

Unbeknown to teachers, cheat¬ 
ing is not always an individual ef¬ 
fort. Each year during spirit week, 
there is a student council spon¬ 
sored day for cheating, otherwise 
known as hats and shades day. At 
this time, every student writes the 
answers in invisible ink on a 
separate sheet of paper which can 
only be seen with dark sunglasses 
on. This is possibly the most clever 
method of cheating ever devised. 

For the technically inclined, the 
best method is to remove the con¬ 
tents of a watch and slide a rolled 
piece of paper in its place which 
can be scrolled up by winding the 
watch. For those not so technical, 
they can always slip a small mirror 
into their sleeves to survey the 
answers from all over the room. If 
even this is too much trouble, a 
student can simply rescue the car¬ 
bons from the copy machine out of 
the trash can, although he must be 
prepared with a legitimate excuse 
such as, “I’m looking for my 
freshman bus pass.” 

For the athletic types who have 
very flexible muscles, they can 
always write the answers on their 
tongues and read them during the 
test (just make sure you don’t 
swallow until after the test.) 

A final method for the testtakers 
who like to take a “walk on the wild 
side” is to have a friend pull the fire 
alarm and sneak a peek at every¬ 
one’s paper as you file out the door 
where you are sure to discuss the 
test with the straight “A” student. 



U2: a Genesis repeat? 


While reading the different forms 
of cheating, many of you are pro¬ 
bably smiling as you recognize 
yourself, your friends or your 
classmates fitting into these 
categories. However, cheating 
should probably not be smiled at or 
win any special awards. The fact 
that cheating has become so 
commonplace is a commentary of 
our values, our times and ultimate¬ 
ly the society in which we live. 


by David Leonard 

Think back to the concert an¬ 
nouncement last November, sup¬ 
posedly the biggest concert an¬ 
nouncement ever to hit In¬ 
dianapolis. And did it ever hit In¬ 
dianapolis: Genesis was coming to 
town on January 24 and people 
were dancing in the streets. 

Of course, all the hype that ac¬ 
companies any big concert ensued. 
Drawing for backstage passes, con¬ 
tests to win “concert kits” and a 
myriad of other Genesis centered 
propaganda ruled the airwaves. 

Reports were coming in from 
other cities on the Genesis tour: 
sold out concerts everywhere were 
reportedly incredible shows. Phil 
Collins and his band were making 
it bigger than ever and everyone 
knew it. 

When tickets went on sale 
December 6, thousands of devout 
Genesis fans waited out in long 
lines in the freezing cold for hours 
upon end to get the best seats. It 
seemed that nothing this big had 
come to Indy in years. The Gene¬ 
sis ticket-holding population of In¬ 
dianapolis was psyched for the 
concert. 

The week of the show was final¬ 
ly upon us. Everyone everywhere 
was talking about the concert. The 
night before the show, a Friday, 
friends gathered and had Genesis 
warm-up parties. Saturday came 
and the only thing on anyone’s 
mind was that night’s concert. In¬ 
dianapolis was psyched. 

Night came and so did Genesis. 
The crowd was electric with an¬ 
ticipation. Phil and Co. came on 
stage and did their stuff. The 


review of the concert: INCREDI¬ 
BLE. Incredibly average that is. 
The crowd left disappointed and 
feeling quite foolish for all their 
high expectations. 

This spring, another monumen¬ 
tal concert announcement rocked 
Indy: U2 is coming to town on 
November 1. All the hype that 
came with Genesis is also here with 
U2: the radio hype, the overnight 
lines and the hysteric fans. There 
we go again, transforming musi¬ 
cians into demigods. 

Don’t interpret this article wrong. 
U2 will most probably give an in¬ 
credibly GREAT show. We should 
just be more careful this time and 
not view them as anything more 
than a great rock and roll band. 
Isn’t that how Bono would want it? 


Constitutional 
hype campaign 

by Andrew Cupp 

Now that all of the hype and ex¬ 
citement concerning the 200th an¬ 
niversary of the Constitution is 
over, it is time to review what was 
gained from the big celebration. 

First, a review of what was learn¬ 
ed from the Constitutional moment 
on the daily announcements is in 
order. Since the announcements 
are so well listened to, it should be 
no problem at all finding a student 
who remembers such interesting 
facts. Even this writer, in his infinite 
wisdom, cannot recall who was the 
only person to sign the Constitu¬ 
tion with both hands. Although the 
facts that were mentioned in the 
Constitutional moment were very 
interesting, would it not be more 
important to know what the 
Constitution actually contains 
rather than who signed it? 

Another extremely beneficial 
event concerning the Constitution 
has to do with the broadcasting of a 
live television special over the loud 
speaker one ninth period. The only 
information the average student 
probably remembers from this is 
that Oprah Winfrey spoke about 
something, and a little girl who 
may double as Alvin the chip¬ 
munks sang some sort of patriotic 
song. 

This article was not meant to 
belittle the Constitution whatso¬ 
ever. In fact, the Constitution is the 
backbone of one of the most suc¬ 
cessful governments in the world. 
Although, it is a shame that the 
Constitution is not always applyed 
correctly. This article is mearly 
stating what a stupid way some 
events are celebrated in America. 


Best Years of Your Life 

Senior reactions to the movie 



“I thought it was realistic the way 
he described how school life was.” 

Roderick Walls, senior 


“It made me think of my life and 
how it has gotten better. It also 
made me think of my future; that’s 
scary. It was great!” 

Barbara Pollock, senior 
























